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Washington Families, 
 

Luck is a concept that often gains attention in the month of March, and as I take time to step back and look 
around, I am reminded of how lucky I am to be working at Washington Elementary School!  However, the 
quote attributed to Roman philosopher Seneca states that “Luck is what happens when preparation meets 
opportunity”, in other words, we make our own luck.  There are so many good things happening around us, 
from instruction to construction, that it is understandable why I would feel lucky, yet those things aren’t 
happening by chance.  They are happening because of hard work and preparation which is resulting in 
wonderful opportunities for our students and for our community! 
 

On Monday, February 24th, I had the opportunity to host our Instructional Program Review, a process to 
evaluate how well the systems we have in place support best instructional practices and align with the district’s 
mission and core beliefs.  The evaluation tool used for this process identifies eleven areas of focus:  1.) 
Climate, Culture, Vision, and Purpose;  2.)  Student Health and Social-Emotional Wellness;  3.)  Innovative 
Structure;  4.)  Equity of Opportunity;  5.)  Opportunities for Learning Experiences;  6.)  Effective Assessment 
Practices;  7.)  Improvement of Instruction and Learning;  8.)  Support for Positive Student Behavior;  9.) 
Resource Acquisition and Maintenance of a Safe Learning Environment;  10.) Student and Parent Perception 
of School;  and 11.)  Early Literacy.  The team consisting of board members, district administrators, 
instructional coaches, and a student from CCHS, provided valuable feedback about what was observed 
throughout the school.  Although I know we are doing great things at Washington, it is encouraging to hear a 
fresh perspective shared by others who are not in the building every day as they speak to the positive things 
they were able to observe in our school.  They also provided recommendations for possible enhancements to 
our system to help us with our continuous school improvement efforts.  The process will ultimately yield a 
numerical rating designed to reflect the level of effectiveness of our school’s instructional program.  I anticipate 
receiving our rating sometime this month, so I will share the results in next month’s newsletter. 
 

As for the construction project, it has been exciting to witness the progress being made recently!  The new 
Washington School is really starting to take shape!  There are many decisions which need to be made 
throughout the project, and one of the big decisions we are working on now is about our new playground 
design.  Since we were able to secure additional grant funding for our new playgrounds, we requested a total 
playground redesign based on student, staff, and parent survey results.  We have received the first draft of 
design options and will seek additional feedback from students and staff to determine which options best meet 
our needs.  Teachers and staff will also be making decisions about furniture needs for the new building in the 
following weeks.  Staff members are also looking forward to their first tour of the new building on Friday, March 
6, and are excited about having the chance to get an inside look at the construction progress! 
 

Finally, I would like to inform 3rd, 4th and 5th grade parents and guardians of the start of state testing on 
March 31st.  Please make note of the scheduled dates and times listed on page 4 of this newsletter and do 
your best to avoid making appointments, etc. during scheduled testing times.  Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 
Brian Zamarripa 
Brian Zamarripa, Principal 

http://www.washingtonbears.org/


 
With Sincere Gratitude and Appreciation 

This from Mr. Z...A gentleman rang the doorbell at Washington Elementary School this morning, (March 
2nd) and when I answered, he asked if I would give the contents of an envelope to all the teachers.  I 
asked him who I should say it was from, and he simply said "All of us!". When I opened the envelope, 
there was a thank you card filled with five $200 gift cards and $200 cash.  The written message in the 
card is "Thank you all!  Teachers are 'my heros'.  We can build a building, but you do it all, you build 

minds.  Thank you!" The envelope containing the gift had the message "Teachers use this for your new 
school you decide what's best."  

From ALL the staff at Washington, Thank you and God Bless You!  

MARCH 
 

SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDA
Y 

1  2 
PTO 
Celebration 
-Dr. Seuss 
Bday @ 3:15 
100MC-CCMS 

3 
Battle Of the 
Books @ 3:15 
Student 
Lighthouse 
Team @ 3:15 
100MC-Wash 

4 
After School 
Sports/5th 
Grade-3:15 
Yearbook 
Meeting -3:15 

5 
100MC- 
Hogbacks 

6  
Early 
Release- 
1:15 
Dismissal 

7 

8 
Daylight 
Savings 
Time 
Begins-

 

9 
100MC-CCMS 
 

10 
Student 
Lighthouse 
Team @ 3:15 
Yearbook 
Meeting -3:15 
100MC-Wash 

11 
Wellness 
Meeting @ 
3:25 

12 
Washington’s 
Got Talent- 
2:00 & 6:30 
Science Fair 
100MC- 
Hogbacks 

13 
NO 
SCHOOL 

14 

15  16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 
 

21 

22  23 
100MC-CCMS 
 

24 
100MC-Wash 

25 
Spring 
Portraits 

26 
PTO Meeting 
@ 6:00 
100MC- 
Hogbacks 

27 
Early 
Release- 
1:15 
Dismissal 

28 
PTO Movie 
Night @ 7:00 
 

29  30 
100MC-CCMS 
 

31 
100MC-Wash 

       

Looking Ahead 
Friday April 3rd-NO SCHOOL 

Saturday, April 4th-Wellness Color Run 
Friday, April 10th-Early release-1:15 Dismissal 
Saturday, April 11th-PTO Movie Night @ 7:00 

Friday April 17th-NO SCHOOL 
Friday, April 24th-Early release-1:15 Dismissal 



Thursday, April 30th-Last day of 100 Mile Club 

 
PTO NEWS 

Washington’s highly dedicated 
PTO has planned some fun activities 

once again for the month of 
March.They have planned a birthday 
celebration for Dr. Seuss on Monday, 

March 2nd at 3:15, their monthly 
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
March 26th at 6:00PM and they will 

host another movie night on 
Saturday, March 28th at 7:00PM. 

Again, we invite you to join in on the 
festivities and encourage you to 

become a part of our awesome PTO!  

Washington Bear

Fundraising

Once again, our Washington

students went above and

beyond in helping out where

there is need. Pennies for

Patients, funds used to help

in the fight against

childhood cancer, received

$472! We collected 41 pounds

of pop tops for the Ronald

McDonald House which is used

for housing Families of

children who have extended

hospital stays.  Incredible!!

Thanks for your support!

 

 
March GATE Grapevine 

 
Raising a Gifted Child May Not Always Be 

Easy 
Many parents assume that raising 

a gifted child is easy, but this is not 
always the case. Just like other children, 

each is his or her own individual, and 
each face their own challenges in life. 

Your gifted child is special and unique in 
his or her own way for sure, but being 

gifted doesn’t mean that it will be easy. 
Because of the stereotypes often 

surrounding giftedness, others in your 
community may lack the compassion or 

understanding when your family or child 
needs it most! Raising gifted kids can be 

highly rewarding, and watching your 
child blossom into a highly talented adult 
can be an amazing treat! If you are aware 

of what giftedness means for little 
learners, you can help support them in 
every way possible to achieve a future 

beyond your imagination!  
*Contact Shyla Christiansen if you have questions 

regarding gifted education in our school district  
276-6168. Checkout our website for more information 

on identification and available resources. 
https://www.canoncityschools.org/apps/pages/GATE 

 
 

 

 
Be the “I” in Kind! 

 

https://www.canoncityschools.org/apps/pages/GATE


  

Important Transfer Request Information 

Transfer requests for attendance at 

Washington Elementary are required for 

any student living outside the school’s 

neighborhood boundaries. 

The forms can be found at Washington 

Elementary or at the Administration 

Building. They must be filled out and 

returned between the dates of February 15th 

and April 1st. Any transfer forms returned 

after April 1st or those not honored due to 

lack of space will be placed on a waiting 

list. Once a transfer request is approved, no 

further request is required. Parents will be 

notified of approval or denial by May 13th. 

For those requests not approved, the 

student will have to start the school year at 

their neighborhood school. 

 

 

 

State Assessments 

Washington CMAS testing will begin on March 31st 
and run through April 16th with the week of April 
20th being used for make-up tests. The complete 

schedules are below. 

Parents please make sure your student(s) get plenty 
of rest and a nutritious breakfast in the mornings 

before assessments. Also, please schedule any 
appointments, trips, etc. around these testing times, 

if at all possible. 

3rd Grade 

ELA-Tuesday, March 31st, Wednesday, April 1st and 
Thursday, April 2nd,  10:45-12:15 

Math-Tuesday, April 14th, Wednesday, April 15th 
and Thursday, April 16th,  10:45-11:50 

4th Grade 

ELA-Tuesday, March 31st, Wednesday, April 1st and 
Thursday, April 2nd,  10:15-11:45  

Social Studies-Tuesday, April 7th, Wednesday, April 
8th and Thursday, April 9th,  10:15-11:35 

Math-Tuesday, April 14th, Wednesday, April 15th 
and Thursday April 16th,  10:15-11:20 

5th Grade 

ELA-Tuesday, March 31st, Wednesday, April 1st and 
Thursday, April 2nd,  8:15-9:45 

Science-Tuesday, April 7th, Wednesday, April 8th 
and Thursday, April 9th,  8:15-9:35 

 Math-Tuesday, April 14th, Wednesday, April 15th 
and Thursday April 16th,  8:15-9:20  

Make-up testing the week of April 20th 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Campus Portal 

If you don’t have a Campus Portal account, please set one up at your student’s 
school before the end of the year. 

Parents who have a Campus Portal and continue to stay active on that account have 
an easier, quicker experience with online pre-registration, as well as the ability to 

make household changes throughout the year.   

 

 

JUST A REMINDER 
Monday, March 2nd-PTO Dr. Seuss Birthday Celebration @3:15 

Tuesday, March 3rd-Battle of the Books @3:15 

Friday, March 6th-Early Release-1:15 Dismissal 

Wednesday, March 11th-Wellness Meeting @ 3:25 

Thursday, March 12th-Science Fair & Washington’s Got Talent 
@2:00 and 6:30 

Friday, MArch 13th-NO SCHOOL 

Monday, MArch 16th-Friday, March 20th-SPRING BREAK 

Wednesday, March 25th-Spring Portrait Day 

THursday, MArch 26th-PTO Meeting @ 6:00 

Friday, MArch 27th-Early Release-1:15 Dismissal 

Saturday, March 28th-PTO Movie Night @ 7:00 

 

 

 
 



 



 


